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p0.0 THE AUTHOR'S INTRODUCTION 

(n: The first of the books translated as appendices to our basic text 'Umdat al-salik concerns the 

enormities alluded to above in the context of court testimony (dis: 024.3), and has been edited from 

the Kitab al-kaba'ir (Book of enormities) of Imam Dhahabi, who defines an enormity as any sin 

entailing either a threat of punishment in the hereafter explicitly mentioned by the Koran or hadith, a 

prescribed legal penalty (hadd), or being accursed by Allah or His messenger (Allah bless him and 

give him peace).) 

p0.1 In the name of Allah, Most Merciful and Compassionate. 

O Lord, facilitate and help. The sheikh, Imam, and hadith master (hafiz, def: w48.2 (end) Shams al 

Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn 'Uthman Dhahabi (may Allah forgive him) said: Praise be to Allah 

for true faith in Him, His books, messengers angels, and decrees. Allah bless our prophet 

Muhammad, his folk, and those who support him, with a lasting blessing that will grant us the Abode 

of Permanences near to Him. 

This is a book useful in knowing the enormities, both in general and in detail. May Allah by His 

mercy enable us to avoid them. Allah Most High says, "If you avoid the enormities of what you have 

been forbidden, We shall acquit you of your wrongdoings and admit you to a generous place to 

enter" (Koran 4:31). In this text, Allah Most High promises whoever avoids the enormities to admit 

him to paradise. The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "The five prescribed prayers, 

and from one Friday prayer to another entail forgiveness for what is between them as long as you do 

not commit the enormities." 

So we are obliged to learn what they are, that the Muslim may avoid them. 

p1.0 ASCRIBING ASSOCIATES TO ALLAH MOST HIGH (SHIRK) 

p1.1 Ascribing associates to Allah Most High means to hold that Allah has an equal, whereas He has 

created you, and to worship another with Him, whether it be a stone, human, sun, moon, prophet, 

sheikh, jinn, star, angel, or other. 

p1.2 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Allah does not forgive that any should be associated with Him, but forgives what is other than 

that to whomever He wills" (Koran 4:48). 

(2) "Surely, whoever ascribes associates to Allah, Allah has forbidden him paradise, and his refuge is 

hell" (Koran 5:72). 

(3) "Of a certainty, worshipping others with Allah is a tremendous injustice" (Koran 31:13). p1.3 The 

Koranic verses concerning this are very numerous, it being absolutely certain that whoever ascribes 

associates to Allah and dies in such a state is one of hell's inhabitants, just as whoever believes in 

Allah and dies as a believer is one of the inhabitants of paradise, even if he should be punished first. 

p2.0 KILLING A HUMAN BEING 

P2.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Whoever intentionally kills a believer, his recompense shallbe hell, abiding therein forever, and 

Allah shall be wroth with him, damn him, and ready for him a painful torment" (Koran 4:93). 



(2) "Whoever takes a life other than to retaliate for a killing or for corruption in the land is as if he had 

slain all mankind" (Koran 5:32). p2.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: "When 

two Muslims meet with drawn swords, both the slayer and the slain go to hell." Someone said, "O 

Messenger of Allah, that is for the slayer. But why the slain?" And he replied, "Because he meant to 

kill the other." 

p3.0 SORCERY 

p3.1 Sorcery is an enormity because the sorcerer must necessarily disbelieve (dis: x136), and the 

accursed Devil has no other motive for teaching a person witchcraft than that he might thereby 

ascribe associates to Allah (shirk). 

p3.2 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "A sorcerer will never prosper wherever he goes" (Koran 20:69). 

(2) "... But the devils disbelieved, teaching people sorcery" (Koran 2:102). And Allah Most High says, 

concerning Harut and Marut. 

(3) "The two do not teach anyone before telling them, 'We are only a temptation, so be not 

unbelievers,' but they learn from these two that which the use to separate a man from his wife" 

(Koran 2:102). 

p4.0 NOT PERFORMING THE PRAYER 

p4.0 Allah Most High says: 

(1) But a generation followed them who dissipated the prayer and pursued (their) lusts, and they 

shall find Ghayy (n: a"valley in hell" (Tafsir al-Jalalayn (y77), 402), save he who repents..." (Koran 

19:59-60). 

(2) "Woe to those who pray, unmindful of their prayers" (Koran 107:4-5). 93) "'What has brought you 

to hell?' And they shall say, 'We were not of those who prayed'" (Koran 74:42-43). 

p4.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, 

"The agreement that is between us and them is the prayer: whoever leaves it has disbelieved (dis: 

w18.2-5)." 

p5.0 NOT PAYING ZAKAT 

p5.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Woe unto polytheists, who do not pay zakat and are disbelieves in the hereafter" (Koran 41:67).92) 

"Those who hoard gold and silver, spending it not in the way of Allah, give them glad tidings of a 

painful torment, the day they are roasted upon it in the fire of hell" (Koran 9:34-35). 

p6.0 SHOWING DISRESPECT TO ONE'S PARENTS 

p6.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Your Lord decrees that you shall worship none but Him and treat your parents well, and if one or 

both of them each old age with you, say not 'Uff!' to them nor upbraid them, but speak noble words 

and lower the wing of humility to them out of mercy" (Koran 17:230-24). 



(2) "And We enjoin man to be good to his parents" (Koran 29:8). 

p6.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Shall I not tell you of the worst of the 

enormities?..." and one of those he mentioned was undutiful behavior to one's parents. 

p7.0 ACCEPTING USURIOUS GAIN (RIBA) (def:k3) 

p7.1 Allah Most High says: 

"O you who believe: fear Allah and forgo what remains of usurious gain if you are believers. If you 

will not, then know of a declaration of war (against you) from allah and His messenger" (Koran 2:278-

79). 

p7.2 the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "May Allah curse him who eats of 

usurious gain (riba) or feeds it to another (A: curse (la'n) meaning to put someone far from the divine 

mercy)." 

p8.0 WRONGFULLY CONSUMING AN ORPHAN'S PROPERTY 

p8.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Verily, those who wrongfully eat the property of orphans but fill their belles with fire, and shall 

roast in a blaze" (Koran 4:10). 

(2) "Approach not the orphan's property, save in exchange for that which is better" (Koran 6:152). p8.2 

If the orphan's guardian is poor and consumes some of his charge's property without exceeding what 

is permissible, there is no harm in it (A: no haram (la ba's) being a technical term in Sacred Law 

meaning that it is better not to). What is in excess of the permissible is absolutely unlawful. (N: 

Scholars say that the guardian may lawfully only take whichever is less: the amount he needs, or else 

the wage typically received for work comparable to that performed for the orphan.) The criterion of 

the permissible is what is customary among people who are true believers free from base, ulterior 

motives. 

p9.0 LYING ABOUT THE PROPHET (ALLAH BLESS HIM AND GIVE HIM PEACE) 

p9.1 Some scholars hold that lying about the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) is unbelief 

(kufr) that puts one beyond the pale of Islam. There is no doubt that a premeditated lie against Allah 

and His messenger that declares something which is unlawful to be permissible or something 

permissible to be unlawful is pure unbelief. The question (A: as to when it is an enormity rather than 

outright unbelief) only concerns lies about other than that. 

p9.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "A lie about me is not the same as a lie about someone else: whoever intentionally lies about me 

shall take a place for himself in hell." 

(2) "Whoever relates words purportedly from me, thinking it is a lie, is a liar." 

p9.3 It is clear from this that narrating a forged (mawdu') hadith is not permissible. 

p9.4 (Ibn Kathir:) As for detecting forged hadiths, there are many signs that enable one to do so, such 

as internal evidence of forgery in wording or content, including poor grammar, corrpt meaning, the 

mention of incredible rewards for inconsiderable efforts, or inconsistency with what is established in 



the Koran and rigorously authenticated (sahih) hadith. It is not permissible for anyone to relate such a 

hadith except by way of condemning it, to warn one of the ignorant public or common people who 

might be deceived by it. there are many types of individuals who forge hadiths, including those with 

corrupt convictions about basic tenets of Islamic faith, as well as devotees who believe they are doing 

good by making up hadith-like stores that encourage others to do good, avoid bad, or perform 

meritorious acts, that such stories may be acted upon (al-Bahith al-hathith sharh Ikhtisar 'ulum al-

hadith (y61), 78). 

p9.5 (n: Having discussed lies and forgeries, we must strictly distinguish them from the hadith 

category called not well authenticated (da'if, lit. "weak"), sotermed because of such factors as having a 

channel of transmission containing a narrator whose memory was poor, one who was unreliable, 

unidentified by name, or for other reasons. Such hadiths legally differ from forgeries in the 

permissibility of ascribing them to the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) and in other 

ways discussed at w48 below.) 

p10.0 BREAKING ONE'S FAST DURING RAMADAN 

p10.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Whoever breaks a fast-day of Ramadan without an excuse or dispensation could not requite it by 

fasting a lifetime, were he to do so (A: meaning that making up that day, while obligatory, does not 

remove the sin, though repentance does)."  

The above hadith is not well authenticated. 

(2) "The five prescribed prayers, and from one Friday prayer to another or from Ramadan to 

Ramadan, expiate the sins between them as long as the enormities are avoided." 

93) "Islam is based on five things: testifying that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the 

Messenger of Allah, performing the prayer, giving zakat, fasting Ramadan, and the pilgrimage to the 

House (kaaba)." 

P11.0 FLEEING FROM COMBAT IN JIHAD 

p11.1 Allah Most High says, 

"On that day, whoever turns his back to them, unless pretending flight in order to reattack, or 

separating to join another unit, will bear the wrath of Allah and his refuge will be hell, a ter rible end" 

(Koran 8:16). 

p12.0 FORNICATION 

p12.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Approach not fornication, it is surely an indecency and evil as a way" (Koran 17:32). 

(2) "The fornicator and Fornicatress, scourge them each a hundred stripes and let not pity for them 

take you" (Koran 24:2). 

(3) "The fornicator shall not wed other than a fornicatress or idolatress. The fornicatress, none shall 

wed her but a fornicator or idolator. That is unlawful for believers" (Koran 24:3). (n: The latter verse 

"was revealed when some poor Muslim emigrants in Medina were considering marrying the 

polytheists' prostitutes, who were wealthy, so that the prostitutes could provide for them. One 



opinion is that the Koranic prohibition concerned these people alone. A a second position is that it 

was a general prohibition, but was superseded by the revelation of the subsequent verse, 'And marry 

those of you who are without spouses' (Koran 24:32)." (Tafsir al-Jalalayn (y77), 457)) 

p12.2 The Propeht (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, ''Whoever fornicates or drinks wine. 

Allah takes his faith from him as a man takes a shirt off over his head." 

p13.0 THE LEADER WHO MISLEADS HIS FOLLOWING, THE TYRANT AND OPPRESSOR 

p13.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "The dispute (lit. "way against") is only with those who oppress people and wrongfully commit 

aggression in the land: these will have a painful torment" (Koran 42:42). 

(2) "They did not forbid each other the evil that they did, and how wicked was what they would do' 

(Koran 5:79). 

p13.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "All of y ou are trustees, and each is responsible for those entrusted to his care." 

(2) "Any superior who misrules his followers shall go to hell." 

(3) "There will come corrupt, tyrannous rulers: whoever confirms their lies and assists them in their 

oppression is not of me, nor I of him, and shall not meet me at my watering place in paradise." 

(4) "He who shows no mercy will no be shown any." 

(5) "the worst of your rulers shall be those whom you detest and who detest you, whom you curse 

and who curse you." They said, "O Messenger of Allah, can we not throw, them out?" And he replied, 

"No, not as long as they maintain the prescribed prayer (dis: o25.3(a(A:))) among you." 

(6) "You'll be anxious to lead, and this will be a source of remorse to you on the Day of Judgement." 

P14.0 DRINKING 

P14.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "They will ask you about wine and gambling. Say: 'There is great sin therein'" (Koran 2:219). 

(2) "O you believe: wine, gambling, idols, and fortune-telling arrows are but filth of the Devil's 

handiwork, so shun them..." (Koran 5:90). 

p1.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Scourge whoever drinks wine. If he drinks it again, scourge him again. If he drinks it again, 

scourge him again. If he drinks it a fourth time, kill him." (N: The ruling of this hadith was later 

superseded, for the Propeht (Allah bless him and give him peace) was brought a drunkard for a forth 

time, but did not kill him, showing that execution had been superseded, though the hadith remains a 

proof that the crime of drunkenness is an enormity.) 

(2) "Allah has cursed wine, and whoever drinks it, pours it, sells it, buys it, presses it for another, 

presses if for himself, carries it, accepts its delivery, or eats its price." 



(3) "Whoever drinks wine in this world shall be forbidden it in the next. 

p15.0 ARROGANCE, PRIDE, CONCEIT, VANITY, AND HAUGHTINESS 

p15.1 Allah Most high says: 

(1) "Moses said, 'I surely seek refuge in my Lord and yours from every arrogant person who 

disbelievers in the Day of Reckoning'" (Koran 40:27). 

(2) "Assuredly, Allah loves not those who hold aloof out of pride" (Koran 16:23). 

(3) "Such is the Final Abode. We grant it to those who seek not exaltation in the land, nor corruption" 

(Koran 28:83). 

(4) "Turn not your cheek from people out of pride, not walk haughtily through the land, for Allah 

loves no one who is conceited and boastful" (Koran 31:18). 

p15.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Tyrants and the arrogant will be raised on the Last Day as grain strewn underfoot that people will 

walk upon." 

(2) "No one with the slightest particle of arrogance in his heart will enter paradise." A man remarked, 

"But a man likes his clothes to be nice and his sandals good." The Propeht (Allah bless him and give 

him peace) said, "verily, Allah is beautiful and loves beauty. Arrogance is refusing to acknowledge 

what is right and considering others beneath one." 

(3) Allah Most High says, "Greatness is My garment and haughtiness My mantle: whoever vies with 

Me for them I will throw into hell." 

(4) Salama ibn al-Akwa' recounts that a man was eating with his left hand in the presence of the 

Prophett (allah bless him and give him peace). The Propeht told him, "Eat with your right," to which 

the man replied, "I cannot," though nothing stopped him but arrogance. The Propeht said, "May you 

not be able to." And the man could never left his right hand to his mouth again. 

p15.3 The wickedest arrogance is that of someone who exalts himself over people because of is 

learning and gloats to himself about his superiority. The knowledge of such a person is of absolutely 

no benefit to him. Whoever learns Sacred Knowledge for the sake of the next world is unsettled by his 

learning, his heart is humbled and his ego lowered. Such a person lies in wait for his selfishness and 

never gives it free rain. He constantly takes his ego to task and corrects it. Were he to neglect it, it 

would diverge from the right path and destroy him. the person who seeks knowledge to take pride in 

it or to gain a position of leadership, looking disdainfully at other Muslims, thinking them fools and 

making light of them- all this is the most enormous arrogance, and "no one with the slightest particle 

of arrogance in his heart will enter paradise." 

p16.0 BEARING FALSE WITNESS 

p16.1 Allah Most High says. "Shun the abomination of idols, and shun false testimony" (Koran 22:30). 

p16.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "On the Day of Judgement, the feet of the person who bore false witness will not stir from their 

place before their own is condemned to hell." 



(2) "Shall I tell you of the worst enormities?- worshipping others with Allah, showing disrespect to 

parents, giving a false statement, and testifying to the truth of a falsehood." And he kept repeating it 

until we were telling ourselves (N: out of sympathy for him because of the strain of repeating it), "If 

only he would be silent." 

P17.0 SODOMY AND LESBIANISM 

p17.1 In more than one place in the Holy Koran, Allah recounts to us the story of Lot's people, and 

how He destroyed them for their wicked practice. There is consensus among both Muslims and the 

followers of all other religions that sodomy is an enormity. It is even viler and uglier than adultery. 

p17.2 Allah Most High says: "Do you approach the males of humanity, leaving the wives Allah has 

created for you? But you are a people who transgress" (Koran 26:165-66). 

p17.3 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Kill the one who sodomizes and the one who lets it be done to him." 

(2) "May Allah curse him who does what Lot's people did." 

(3) "Lesbianism by women is adultery between them." 

P18.0 CHARGING A WOMAN WHO COULD BE CHASTE (def: o13.2) WITH ADULTERY 

p18.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Those who accuse believing women, unmindful though innocent, are cursed in this world and the 

next and shall receive a painful torment" (Koran 24:23). 

92) "Those who accuse innocent women without producing four witnesses, scoruge them eighty 

stripes" (Koran 24:4). 

p18.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Avoid the seven heinous sins..." and he 

mentioned charging believing women, unmindful though innocent, with adultery. 

p18.3 As for someone who accuses the Mother of the Faithful 'A'isha of adultery after the revelation 

from heaven of her innocence (Koran 24:11-12), such a person is an unbeliever (kafir) denying the 

Koran and must be killed. 

P19.0 MISAPPROPRIATING SPOILS OF WAR, MUSLIM FUNDS, OR ZAKAT 

p19.1 Allah Most High says: "No prophet has been given to misappropriate wealth. Whoever does so 

shall bring what they have taken on the Day of Judgement" (Koran 3:161). 

p19.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: "... By Allah, none of you shall 

wrongfully take something save that he will meet Allah carrying it on Judgement Day, and I swear I 

will not recognize any of you who is carrying a grunting camel, lowing cow, or bleating sheep when 

you meet Allah." Then he lifted his hands and said, "O Allah, have I told them?" 

p20.0 TAKING PEOPLE'S PROPERTY THROUGH FALESHOOD 

p20.1 Allah Most High says, "Consume not one another's property though falsehood, nor proffer it to 

those who judge (between you)..." (Koran 2:188). 



p20.2 The category of taking others' property through faleshood includes such people as those who 

impose non-Islamic taxes (def: p32), the highwayman who blocks the road, the thief, the idler, the 

betrayer of a trust, the cheater or adulterator of trade goods, the borrower who denies having 

borrowed something, the person who stints when Weighing or measuring out goods, the person who 

picks up lost and found property and does not give notice of having found it, the person who sells 

merchandise with a hidden defect, the gambler, and the merchant who tells the buyer that the 

merchandise cost more than it did. 

p20.3 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "whoever appropriates a hadsbreadth of land through falsehood shall be made to carry it, as thick 

as seven earths, around his neck on judgement Day." 

(2) "For someone to put off repayment of a debt when able to pay is an injustice." 

(3) A man said, "O Messenger of Allah, will my mistakes be forgiven me if I am killed, in 

steadfastness and anticipating Allah's reward, advancing and not retreating?" He replied, "Yes, except 

for debts." 

(4) "Flesh nurtured on ill-gotten wealth will not enter paradise. The hellfire has a better right to it." 

(5) "There is a record that Allah will not ignore the slightest bit of. It is the oppression of Allah's 

servants." 

p20.4 Oppression is of three types. The first is consuming property through falsehood; the second, 

oppressing Allah's servants by killing, hitting, breaking bones or causing wounds; and the third, 

oppressing them through spoken abuse, cursing, reviling, or accusing them of adultery or sodomy 

without proof. The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said in an address to the people at 

Mina, "Verily, your blood, property, and reputations are as inviolable to one another as the 

inviolability of this day, this month, and this city of yours." 

p21.0 THEFT 

p21.1 Allah Most High says: "Thieves, male or female-cut off their hands in retribution for what they 

have earned, as an exemplary punishment from Allah. Allah is Almighty and Wise" (Koran 5:38). 

p21.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Allah curse the thief whose hand is cut for stealing a rope." 

(2) "If Muhammad's daughter Fatima stole, I would cut off her hand." 

p21.3 A thief's repentance is of no benefit to him until he returns whatever he stole (dis: p77.3). If 

moneyless, he must have the victim absolve him of financial responsibility. 

p22.0 HIGHWAYMEN WHO MENACE THE ROAD 

(A: The amount of money they ask makes no difference, and like this, in being money taken through 

falsehood, are all measures imposed upon travellers without their free choice, such as tariffs, 

mandatory currency exchange, visa fees, and so forth.) 

p22.1 Allah Most High says: 



"The recompense of those at war with Allah and His messenger and who strive for corruption in the 

land is that they be killed or crucified, or a hand and foot cut off from opposite sides, or banished 

from the land. That is their humiliation in this world, and an immense torment awaits them in the 

next" (koran 5:33). 

p22.2 Merely making people feel that the way is unsafe is to commit an enormity, so how then if such 

a person should take money? 

P23.0 THE ENGULFING OATH 

p23.1 An engulfing oath is one in which there is premeditated lying. It is termed engulfing because it 

whelms its swearer in sin. 

p23.2 The Propeht (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "the enormities are worshipping others with Allah, showing disrespect to parents, killing a human 

being, and the engulfing oath." 

(2) "A man once said, 'By Allah, Allah will not forgive So-and-so.' Allah said, 'Who is it that swears I 

must not forgive So-and-so? I forgive him and annul all your works.'" 

p24.0 THE INVETERATE LIAR 

p24.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) Allah guides not the profligate liar" (Koran 40:28). 

(2) "May liars perish" (Koran 51:10). 

p24.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Lying leads one to wickedness and wickedness leads one to hell. A man keeps lying until Allah 

records that he is an inveterate liar." 

(2) "The marks of a hypocrite are three: when he speaks he lies, when he makes a promise he breaks it, 

and when entrusted with something he betrays the trust." 

(3) "A believer's natural disposition might comprise any trait other than treachery and 

untruthfulness." 

p25.0 SUICIDE 

P25.1 Allah Most High says: 

"Do not kill yourselves, for Allah is compassionate toward you. WHoever does so, intransgression 

and wrongfully, We shall roast in a fire, and that is an easy matter for Allah" (Koran 4:29-30). 

p25.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Of those before you, there was once a wounded man who could not bear it, so he took a knife and 

cut his arm, and bled until he died. Allah Most High said, 'My slave has taken his life before I have, so 

I forbid him paradise.'" 



(2) "Whoever kills himself with a knife will abide forever in the fire of hell, perpetually stabbing his 

belly with it. Whoever kills himself with position will abide forever in the fire of hell, poison in hand, 

perpetually drinking of it." 

p26.0 THE BAD JUDGE 

p26.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Whoso does not judge by what Allah has revealed, those are the Unbelievers" (Koran 5:44). 

(2) "Those who conceal the clear explanations and guidance We have revealed, after We have 

explained it in the Book to people, are cursed by Allah and those who curse" (Koran 2:159). 

p26.2 The Propeht (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "One judge shall go to paradise, and two to hell. The judge who knows what is right and judges 

accordingly shall be in paradise. the one who knows what is right but intentionally judges unjustly 

will go to hell, and so will the judge who judges without knowledge." Anyone who judges without 

knowledge or evidence from Allah and His messenger regarding the matter he gives an opinion on is 

subject to this threat. 

(2) "whoever is appointed to judge between people is as though slaughtered without a knife." 

p26.3 It is unlawful for a judge to rule on a cause when angry, especially at a litigant. When a judge's 

qualities combine an insufficiency of Sacred Knowledge, unworthy intention, bad disposition, and 

lack of godfearingness, then his destruction is complete and he must resign and hasten to save 

himself from hell. 

p27.0 PERMITTING ONE'S WIFE TO FORNICATE 

p27.1 Allah Most High says: "None shall wed a fornicatress but a fornicator or idolator. That is 

unlawful for believers" (Koran 24:3). 

p27.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Three will not enter paradise: he who 

is disrespectful to his parents, he who lets his wife fornicate with another, and women who affect 

masculinity." 

p27.3 Someone who suspects his wife of indecency but pretends not to know because he loves her is 

not as bad as someone who actually pimps for her. There is no good in a man without jealousy for his 

rights. 

P28.0 MASCULINE WOMEN AND EFFEMINATE MEN 

p28.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said. 

(1) "Men are already destroyed when they obey women." 

(2) The Propeht (Allah bless him and give him peace) cursed effeminate men and masculine women. 

(3) The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) cursed men who wear women's clothing and 

women who wear men's. 

p29.0 MARRYING SOLELY TO RETURN TO THE PREVIOUS HUSBAND 



p29.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) cursed to man who marries a women after 

her divorce solely to permit her first husband to remarry her (dis: n7.7) and cursed the first husband. 

p30.0 EATING UNSLAUGHTERED MEAT, BLOOD, OR PORK 

p30.1 Allah Most High Says, "Say: 'I find nothing in what has been revealed to me that is unlawful for 

a person to eat except Unslaughtered meat, blood outpoured, or the flesh of swine, for all this is filth'" 

(Koran 6:45). 

p30.2 Whoever premeditatedly eats these when not forced by necessity is a criminal. 

p31.0 NOT FREEING ONESELF OF ALL TRACES OF URINE 

p31.1 Allah Most High says, "And your raiment purify" (Koran 74:4). 

p31.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace): 

(1) passed by two graves and said, "The two are being tormented, and not from anything excessive: 

one of them did not free himself of traces of urine, while the other was a talebearer (def: r3)." 

(2) And he said, "Take care to remove all vestiges of urine from your persons, because it is the main 

reason for torment in one's grave." Moreover, the prayer of someone who does not protect his person 

and clothing from urine is not acceptable (A: which is how scholars interpret the above hadiths, as 

applying to those who are negligent in removing all traces of urine before they pray). 

p32.0 COLLECTING TAXES 

(A: Meaning to take revenues other than those which are countenanced by Sacred Law such as zakat, 

the non-Muslim poll tax (jizya, def: o11.4), or the spoils or war (o10).) 

p32.1 Such people are among those meant by the words of Allah Most High, "The dispute is only with 

those who oppress people, and wrongfully exceed proper bounds in the land: these will have a 

painful torment" (Koran42:42). 

p32.2 And in the hadith of the adulteress who purified herself by voluntarily being stoned to death, 

there is the Prophet's remark (Allah bless him and give him peace). "She has made a repentance so 

sincere that if even a tax taker repented with the like of it, he would be forgiven." 

p32.3 He who imposes taxes resembles a highwaymen, and is worse than a thief. But one who 

burdens the people, imposing over new levies on them, is more tyrannous and oppressive than 

someone more equitable therein who treats those under him more kindly. Those who gather taxes, 

who do the clerical work, or who accept the proceeds, such as a soldier, sheikh, or head of a 

Suficenter (zawiya)-all bear the sin, and are eating of ill-gotten wealth (dis:w49). 

p33.0 SHOWING OFF IN GOOD WORKS 

p33.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "The hypocrites are trying to fool Allah, while it is He who is outwitting them. And when they 

stand to pray they do so lazily, showing off to people, remembering Allah but little" (Koran 4:142). 

(2) "O you who believe: do not nullify your charity by reminding recipients of having given it and by 

offending them, like someone who spends his money as a show for people" (Koran 2:264). 



p33.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "The first person judged on Resurrection Day will be a man martyred in battle. "He will be brought 

forth, Allah will reacquaint him with His blessings upon him and the man will acknowledge them, 

whereupon Allah will say, 'What have you done with them?' to which the man will respond, 'I fought 

to the death for you.' "Allah will reply, 'You lie. You fought in order to be called a hero, and it has 

already been said,' Then he will be sentenced and dragged away on his face to be flung into the fire. 

"Then a man will be brought forward who learned Sacred Knowledge, taught it to others, and who 

recited the Koran. Allah will remind him of His gifts to him and the man will acknowledge them, and 

then Allah will say, 'What have you done with them?' The man will answer, 'I acquired Sacred 

Knowledge, taught it, and recited the Koran, for Your sake.' "Allah will say, "You lie. You learned so 

as to be called a scholar, and read the Koran so as to be called a reciter, and it has already been said.' 

Then the man will be sentenced and dragged away on his face to be flung into the fire. "Then a man 

will be brought forward whom Allah expansively provided for, lavishing varieties or property upon 

him, and Allah will recall to him the benefits bestowed, and the man will acknowledge them, to 

which Allah will say, 'And what have you done with them?' The man will answer. 'I have not left a 

single kind of expenditure You love to see made in Your cause, save that I have spent on it for your 

sake.' "Allah will say, 'You lie. You did it so as to be called generous, and it has already been said.' 

Then he will be sentenced and dragged away on his face to be flung into the fire." 

(2) "The slightest bit of showing off in good works is as if worshipping others with Allah." 

p33.3 (A: When there is an act of obedience the servant intends to conceal but Allah reveals, then it is 

merely gratitude for His blessings to admit it to others and thank Him for it. When asked if one is 

fasting, for example, and one is, then one should say "Praise be to Allah" (al-Hamdu lillah).) 

p34.0 BREACH OF FAITH 

p34.1 Allah Most High says. "Do not betray Allah and His messenger, nor knowingly betray your 

trusts" (Koran 8:27). p34.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: "Someone who 

cannot keep a trust is devoid of faith. Someone who cannot keep an agreement is devoid of religion." 

p34.3 A breach of faith in anything is very ugly, but in some matters is worse than others. A person 

who cheats one for a pittance is not like a person who betrays one concerning one's wife and money, 

perpetrating outrages. 

p35.0 LEARNING SACRED KNOWLEDGE FOR THE SAKE OF THIS WORLD, OR CONCEALING 

IT (A: Learning Sacred Knowledge for the sake of this world means that if not for this-worldly 

reasons, a person would not have bothered to learn (dis: a3.1).) 

p35.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Only the knowledgeable of His slaves fear Allah" (Koran 35:28). 

(2) "Those who conceal what Allah has revealed of the Book and purchase a trifling price thereby, 

these but fill their bellies with hellfire" (Koran 2:174). 

(3) "And Allah made a covenant with those given the Book to explain it to people and not keep it from 

them. But they flung it behind their backs" (Koran 3:187). 

p35.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Anyone who seeks Sacred Knowledge 

to vie with scholars, argue with fools, or win people's hearts will go to hell." 



p35.3 Hilal ibn al-'Ala' said, "Seeking Sacred Knowledge is arduous, learning it is harder than seeking 

it, applying it is harder than learning it, and remaining safe from it is even harder than applying it." 

p36.0 REMINDING RECIPIENTS OF ONE'S CHARITY TO THEM 

P36.1 Allah Most High says. "O you believe: do not nullify your charity by reminding recipients of 

having given it and by offending them" (Koran 2:264). 

p36.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "There are three people whom Allah 

will not speak to, look at, or exonerate on the Day of Judgement, and who will have a painful 

torment: he who wears the hem of his garment low (A: out of pride). he who reminds recipients of his 

charity to them, and he who sells merchandise swearing that he paid more for it than he actually did." 

p37.0 DISBELIEVING IN DESTINY (QADR) 

p37.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Verily, We have created everything in a determined measure" (Koran 54:49). 

(2) "Allah has created you and what you do" (Koran 37:96). 

(3) "Whomever Allah leads astray has no guide" (Koran 7:186). 

(4) "And Allah knowingly led him astray" (Koran 45:23). 

(5) "But you will not want to unless Allah wants" (Koran 76:30). 

(6) "And He inspired it (A: the human soul) its evil and its godfearingness" (Koran 91:8). 

p37.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace): 

(1) "O Messenger of Allah, what is faith?" And he replied, "To believe in Allah, His angles, His 

messengers, the resurrection after death, and in destiny (qadr, def: u3.7-8). its good and evil." 

(2) "There are six whom I curse, Allah curse, and who are cursed by every prophet whose 

supplications are answered: he who denies Allah's destiny, he who adds anything to Allah's book, he 

who rules arrogantly, he who considers what Allah has prohibited to be lawful, he who deems it 

permissible to treat my family in ways Allah has forbidden (A: such as insulting or reviling them), 

and he who abandons my sunna (A: out of disdain for it)." 

P38.0 LISTENING TO PEOPLE'S PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS 

p38.1 Allah Most High says. "Do not spy" (Koran 49:12). 

p38.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Whoever listens to people who are 

averse to his listening shall have molten lead poured into his ears on the Day of Judgement." 

p38.3 This may not be an enormity (A: in some cases (dis:r6.4)). 

p39.0 CURSING OTHERS (dis:r38) 

p39.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Cursing a believer is like killing him." 



(2) "When a servant curses something, the curse rises up to the sky, where the doors of the sky shut it 

out, and then it falls back to earth, where the doors of the earth shut it out. then it searches right and 

left and when it does not find anywhere to go it comes back to the thing which was cursed, should it 

deserve it. It not, it returns upon the person who uttered it." 

(3) While the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) was on a journey, they was a woman of 

the Medinan Helpers (Ansar) riding a camel which annoyed her, whereupon, she cursed it. The 

Propeht heard this and said, "Take off what is on its back and release it, for it has been curse." And it 

is as if I can still see it now, walking along among the people, no one stopping it. 

p40.0 LEAVING ONE'S LEADER 

p40.1 Allah Most High says. "Fulfill covenants, for surely convenants will be asked about" (Koran 

17:34). 

p40.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: "He who obeys me obeys Allah, and he 

who disobeys me disobeys Allah. He who obeys the leader obeys me, and he who disobeys the leader 

disobeys me." (A: The leader referred to in the hadith is the caliph of the Muslims or his authorized 

representative (dis: 025.5). Whenever there is a group of three or more Muslims, it is sunna for a 

leader (amir) to be chosen. It is sunna to obey such a leader, and leaving him or not obeying him 

contravenes what is recommended, but is not unlawful.) 

p41.0 BELIEVING IN FORTUNE-TELLERS OR ASTROLOGERS 

p41.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Pursue not that which you have no knowledge of' (Koran 17:36). 

(2) "(He is) the Knower of the Unseen, and discloses not His unseen to anyone (dis: w60.1), except to a 

messenger with whom He is pleased" (Koran 72:26-27). 

p41.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Whoever goes to a 'psychic' ('arraf) or fortune-teller and believes what he says has disbelieved in 

what has been revealed to Muhammad." 

(2) "Allah Most High says, 'One of My servants reaches daybreak a believer, another an unbeliever. 

He who says, "We have received rain by Allah's grace," is a believer in Me and a disbeliever in the 

planets. But he who says, "We have received rain by the effects of such and such a mansion of the 

moon," is an unbeliever in Me and a believer in planets (A: if he thinks they have a causal influence 

independent of the will of Allah (dis: 08.7(17))).'" 

(3) "Whoever goes to a 'psychic,' asks him about something, and believes him, will not have his prayer 

accepted for forty days." 

p42.0 A WIFE'S REBELLING AGAINST HER HUSBAND (def: m10.12) 

p42.1 Allah Most High says: "Men are the guardians of women, since Allah has been more generous 

to one than the other, and because of what they (men) spend from their wealth. so righteous women 

will be obedient, and in absence watchful, for Allah is watchful. And if you fear their intractability, 

warn them, send them from bed, or hit them. But if they obey you, seek no way to blame them" 

(Koran 4:34). 



p42.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Allah will not look at a woman who is ungrateful to her husband, while unable to do without 

him." 

(2) "When a man calls his wife to his bed and she will not come, and he spends the night angry with 

her, the angels, curse her until morning." 

(3) "It is not lawful for a woman to fast when her husband is present, save by his leave. Nor to permit 

anyone into his house except with his permission." 

(4) "Whoever leaves her husband's house (A: without his permission), the angels curse her until she 

returns or repents." (Khalil Nahlawi:) It is a condition for the permissibility of her going out (dis: m 

10.3-4) that she take no measures to enhance her beauty, and that her figure is concealed or altered to 

a form unlikely to draw looks from men or attract them., Allah Most High says, "Remain in your 

homes and do not display your beauty as women did in the pre-Islamic period of ignorance" (Koran 

33.33).(al-Durar al-mubaha (y99), 160) 

p43.0 SEVERING TIES OF KINSHIP (A: The opposite, maintaining the bons of kinship (silat al-

rahim), means politeness, kind treament, and concern for all one's relatives, even if distantly related, 

corrupt, non-Muslim, or unappreciative.) 

p43.1 Allah Most High says: "If you turn back, would you then cause corruption is the land, severing 

your family ties? Those are the ones whom Allah has cursed and deafened, and blinded their sight" 

(Koran 47:22-23). 

p43.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "He who severs his family ties will not enter paradise." 

(2) "Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him maintain the bonds of kinship." 

p44.0 MAKING PICTURES 

p44.1 The Prophet (Allah bless-him and give him peace) said: 

(1) 'Every maker of pictures will go to the fire, where a being will be set upon him for each picture he 

made, to torment him in hell." 

(2) "Whoever makes an image shall be required (on the Last Day) to breathe a spirit into it, but will 

never be able to do so." (n: Other hadith evidence appears at w50, which discusses legal questions 

relating to the artistic, photographic, and televisual depiction of animate life.) 

p45.0 THE TALEBEARER WHO STIRS UP ENMITY BETWEEN PEOPLE (dis:r3) 

p45.1 Allah Most High says, "Obey not every wretched swearer; slanderer, going about with tales" 

(Koran 68:10-11). 

p45.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "He who stirs up enmity among people by quoting their words to each other will not enter 

paradise." 



(2) "You find that among the worst people is someone who is two-faced, showing one face to some 

and another face to others." 

(3) "Do not tell me anything about my Companions, for I want to meet them without disquiet in my 

heart." p46.0 LOUDLY LAMENTING THE DEAD 

p46.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "He who slaps his cheeks, ripe his 

pockets, or calls out the cries of the pre-Islamic period of ignorance is not of us." 

p47.0 ATTACKING ANOTHER'S ANCESTRY 

p47.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Two qualities in people are unbelief: 

attacking another's ancestry, and wailing over the dead." (N: The hadith does not mean that these 

things put one beyond the pale of Islam, but that they are the actions of the Unbelievers.) 

p48.0 EXCESSES AGAINST OTHERS 

p48.1 Allah Most High says, "The dispute is only with those who oppress people and wrongfully 

commit aggression in the land: these will have a painful torment" (Koran 42:42). 

p48.2 The Propeht (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, 

(1) "Allah has inspired to me that you are all to be humble towards each other, such that no one 

transgresses against or exalts himself above another." 

(2) Malik Rahawi said: "O Messenger of Allah, I have been given of beauty that which you see, and I 

do not like anyone to wear better sandals than I. Is this of presumptuous pride?" He answered, "This 

is not of presumptuousness, which rather consists of refusing to admit the truth and considering 

people inferior." 

(3) "A woman was tortured for a cat she imprisoned until it died. She went to hell because of it, 

having neither fed nor watered it, for she confined it; not yet having let it go to forage on the small 

creatures of the earth." 

(4) "Allah will certainly torture those who torture people in this world." 

p49.0 ARMED INSURRECTION AND CONSIDERING MUSLIMS UNBELIEVERS (A: The early 

Kharijite sect committed these transgreesions.) 

p49.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Do not commit transgreesions: surely Allah loves not the transgressors" (Koran 2:190). 

(2) "Whoever disobeys Allah and His messenger has gone manifestly astray" (Koran 33:36). 

p49.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "If someone says to his Muslim brother,' 

You unbeliever,' one of them deserves the name." 

p50.0 HURTING OR REVILING MUSLIMS 

p50.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Those who hurt believing men and women who have done nothing to deserve it shall bear the 

burden of calumny and open sin" (Koran 33:58). 



(2) "Do not spy do not splender one another "(Koran 49:12). 

(3) "Woe to whoever disparages others behind their back or to their face" (Koran: 104:1). 

(4) "Those who love that scandal should be spread concerning the believers shall have a painful 

torment in this world and the next" (Koran 24:19). 

p50.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "The Muslim is the brother of the Muslim. He does not oppress him, hang back from coming to his 

aid, or belittle him. It is sufficiently wicked for someone to demean his fellow Muslim." 

(2) "By Allah, he does not believe. By Allah, he does not believe. By Allah, he does not believe, 

"Someone asked, "Who, O Messenger of Allah?" And he said, "He whose neighbor is not safe from his 

evil conduct." 

(3) Someone said, "O Messenger of Allah, So-and-so spends her nights praying and her days fasting, 

but there is something in her tongue that maliciously injures her neighbors." He replied, "There is no 

good in her, she will go to hell." 

(4) "When I was taken up in the Ascent (Mi`raj), I passed by people with fingernails of copper who 

were raking their faces and chests with them. I asked, `Who are they, Gabriel?' and he said, `They are 

those who slandered others (lit. "ate people's flesh") and attacked their reputations.'" 

(5) "No man charges another with corruption or unbelief, save that the charge returns against himself 

if the other is not as he said." 

(6) "Do not revile the dead, for they have gone on to what they have sent ahead." 

p51.0 HARMING THE FRIENDS (AWLIYA') OF ALLAH MOST HIGH 

p51.1 Allah Most High says, "Verily, those who offend Allah and His messenger are cursed by Allah 

in this world and the next, and He has prepared for them a humiliating torment" (Koran 33:57). 

p51.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Abu Bakr, if you anger them [some of the poorer Emigrants], you anger your Lord." 

(2) "Allah Most High says: `He who is hostile to a friend (wali) of Mine I declare war against. My 

slave approaches Me with nothing more beloved to Me than what I have made obligatory for him, 

and My slave keeps drawing nearer to Me with voluntary works until I love him. An when I love 

him, I am his hearing with which he hears, his sight with which he sees, his hand with which he 

seizes, and his foot with which he walks. If he asks Me, I will surely give to him, and if he seeks 

refuge in Me, I will surely protect him.'" (n: This hadith is explained in detail at w33, which discusses 

the friends (awliya') of Allah Most High.) 

p52.0 DRAGGING THE HEM OF ONE'S GARMENT OUT OF CONCEIT 

p52.1 Allah Most High says, "... Nor walk haughtily through the land"(Koran 31:18)_. 

p52.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 



(1) "The caftan of the Muslim comes down to midcalf, there being no harm in what is between this 

and the anklebones, though any of it below the anklebones is in hell. Whoever lets the helm of his 

garment drag on the ground out of pride, Allah will not look at him." 

(2) "While a man was walking along in a new set of clothes, with a swagger to his step, pleased with 

himself, and his hair combed down, Allah caused the earth to swallow him, and he will keep sinking 

until the Last Day." 

p53.0 MEN WEARING SILK OR GOLD 

P53.1 Allah Most High says, "And the raiment of godfearingness is better" (Koran 7:26). 

p53.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Only those with no share in the next world wear silk in this one." 

(2) "Wearing gold and silk has been made unlawful for the men of my Community but permissible for 

its women." 

p54.0 SLAUGHTERING IN OTHER THAN ALLAH'S NAME 

P54.1 Allah Most High says, "Eat not of what the name of Allah has not been mentioned over; verily it 

is disobedience" (Koran 6:121). 

p54.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "May Allah curse whoever slaughters in 

other than Allah's name." 

p55.0 SURREPTITIOUSLY CHANGING PROPERTY-LINE MARKERS 

P55.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "May Allah curse whoever changes the 

land's property-line markers." 

p56.0 DISPARAGING THE PROPHETIC COMPANIONS (SAHABA) 

p56.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "The curse of Allah is upon whoever 

reviles my Companions." 

p56.2 'Ali ibn Abi Talib (Allah be well pleased with him) said, "By Him who cleaves the seed and 

creates the soul, it is the solemn word of the Illiterate Prophet to me that none shall love me except a 

believer, and none hate me except a hypocrite." 

p57.0 DISPARAGING THE MEDINAN HELPERS (ANSAR) 

p57.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "The sign of faith is love of the Helpers 

(Ansar), and the sign of hypocrisy is hatred of the Helpers." 

p58.0 HE WHO INAUGURATES A REPREHENSIBLE INNOVATION (BID'A) (def:w29.3) 

p58.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "He who calls others to misguidance is guilty of a sin equal to the sins of all who follow him 

therein without this diminishing their own sins in the slightest." 



(2) "He who inaugurates a good sunna [custom] in Islam earns the reward of it and of all who 

perform it after him without diminishing their own rewards in the slightest. And he who introduces a 

bad sunna is guilty of the sin of it and of all who perform it after him without diminishing their own 

sins in the slightest." 

p59.0 WOMEN WEARING FALSE HAIR AND THE LIKE 

P59.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Allah curse women who wear false 

hair or arrange it for others, who tattoo or have themselves tattooed, who pluck facial hair or 

eyebrows or have them plucked, and women who separate their front teeth for beauty, altering what 

Allah has created." (n: w51 discusses women removing facial hair.) 

p60.0 POINTING A BLADE AT ONE'S BROTHER 

p60.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: "The angels curse whoever points a 

blade [A: or other weapon} at his brother [until he ceases], even if it be his brother from his mother 

and father." 

p61.0 FALSELY CLAIMING SOMEONE IS ONE'S FATHER 

p61.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Paradise is forbidden to whoever falsely claims someone is his father, knowing he is not." 

(2) "Do not wish for fathers other than your own. For someone to wish for a different father is 

unbelief." 

p62.0 BELIEVING THAT SOMETHING PORTENDS BAD LUCK 

p62.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "belief in a bad omen ins polytheism 

(shirk)." 

p63.0 DRINKING FROM GOLD OR SILVER VESSELS 

p63.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Do not wear silk or brocade. Do not drink from vessels of gold or silver or eat from dishes made 

of them: these are for others [A: i.e. non-Muslims] in this world, and for you in the next." 

(2) "He who eats or drinks from vessels of gold or silver but swallows hellfire into his belly." 

p64.0 ARGUING, PICKING APART ANOTHER'S WORDS, AND QUARRELLING 

p64.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "They did not mention him [Jesus] to you as an example except for argument. Rather, they are 

quarrelsome people" (Koran 43:58). 

(2) "Those who argue about the signs of Allah without authority having been given to them have 

nothing in their hearts but pride, to which they will never attain" (Koran 40:56). 

p64.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "The man most hated by Allah is the obstinate arguer." 



(2) "No people went astray after having been guided save that they were afflicted with arguing." 

(3) "Arguing over the Koran is unbelief." 

(4) "He who presses for something he knows is false remains under the hatred of Allah until he gives 

it up." 

(5) "The thing I fear most for my Community is the eloquent hypocrite." 

(6) "Modesty and being at a loss for words are two components of true faith, while vulgarity and 

long-windedness are two components of hypocrisy." 

p65.0 STINTING WHEN WEIGHING OR MEASURING OUT GOODS 

p65.1 Allah Most High says: "Woe to stinters who take their full share when measuring goods from 

people but skimp when measuring or weighing out for them. Do these not believe they will be raised 

to a momentous day, a day when people will stand before the Lord of the Worlds?"(Koran 83:1-6). 

p65.2 This is a type of theft, a breach of faith, and consuming others property through falsehood. 

p66.0 FEELING SECURE FROM ALLAH'S DEVISING 

p66.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "None feels safe from Allah's devising except people who are ruined" (Koran 7:99). 

(2) "...until, when they were exulting in what they had been given, We suddenly seized them" (Koran 

6:44). 

(3) "Verily, those who do not hope to meet Us, who enjoy this world and feel at ease with it, and those 

who are oblivious to Our sings: their refuge is hell for what they have earned" (Koran 10:7-8). 

p67.0 DESPAIRING OF THE MERCY OF ALLAH AND LOSS OF HOPE 

p67.1 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "None despairs of the mercy of Allah except people who disbelieve" (Koran 12:87). 

(2) "It is He who sends down the rain after they have lost hope" (Koran 42:28). 

(3) "Say: `O My slaves who have been prodigal against yourselves, do not despair of the mercy of 

Allah'" (Koran 39:53). 

p67.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Let none of you die except thinking he 

best of Allah." 

p68.0 INGRATITUDE TO SOMEONE WHO DOES ONE A KINDNESS 

p68.1 Allah Most High says: "...to show thanks to Me, and to your parents..." (Koran 31:14). 

p68.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "He who does not thank people is 

unthankful to Allah," 

p68.3 One of the early Muslims said: "Ingratitude for a kindness is one of the enormities. Gratitude 

consists of reciprocating it or supplicating for the person." 



p69.0 WITHHOLDING EXCESS WATER FROM OTHERS 

p69.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Whoever denies others his surplus water or pasturage, Allah shall deny him His blessing on the 

Day of Judgement." 

(2) "Do not sell surplus water." 

p70.0 BRANDING AN ANIMAL'S FACE 

p70.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) passed by a donkey whose face had been 

branded and said,"Haven't you heard that I have cursed whoever brands or strikes the faces of 

livestock?" -and he forbade it. 

p70.2 The words of the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) "Haven't you heard that I have 

cursed..." imply that he who has not heard the warning against an act is not guilty of sin by 

committing it, though whoever has heard and knows is included in the curse. we hold that it is 

likewise with all these enormities, except those which are necessarily known as being of the religion 

(def: f1.3(N:)). 

p71.0 GAMBLING 

p71.1 Allah Most High says: "Wine, gambling, idols, and fortune-telling arrows are but filth of the 

Devil's handiwork, so shun it, that you may succeed. The Devil only wants to create enmity and 

hatred between you over wine and gambling, and to prevent you from remembering Allah and from 

prayer. Will you not then desist?" (Koran 5:90-91). 

p71.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Whoever says to his companion, 

"Come, I will play you for stakes, must expiate by giving charity," If merely saying this is a sin that 

calls for charity in expiation, what must one suppose about actually doing it? It is a form of 

consuming others' wealth through falsehood. 

p72.0 VIOLATING THE MECCAN SACRED PRECINCT (HARAM) 

p72.1 Allah Most High says: "...and al-Masjid al-Haram which We have appointed equally for all 

people, he who stays therein as well as the desert dweller. Whoever intends to violate it out of 

wrongdoing, We shall make him taste a painful torment" (Koran 22:25). (n: The words out of 

wrongdoing in the above verse mean "by reason of doing wrong through committing an act that is 

forbidden therein, even if it merely consists of reviling one of the caretakers" 

(Tafsir al-Jalalayn (y77), 436).) 

p72.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Of all people, the greatest in outrage 

against Allah is he who kills in the Meccan Sacred Precinct, who kills someone who is not trying to 

kill him, or who kills because of the feuds of pre Islamic times." 

p73.0 FORGOING THE FRIDAY PRAYER TO PRAY ALONE 

p73.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "I've considered having a man lead people at prayer and going myself to those who hang back 

from attending the Friday prayer to burn their houses down upon them." 



(2) "Going to the Friday prayer is obligatory for every male who has reached puberty." 

p74.0 SPYING ON THE MUSLIMS AND REVEALING THEIR WEAKNESSES 

p74.1 Included in this subject is the hadith of Hatib ibn Abi Balta`a (A: Who sent a secret letter telling 

of the Muslims' military plans to his relatives in Mecca in hopes that they would not get hurt) whom 

`Umar (Allah be well pleased with him) wanted to kill for what he had done, but the Prophet (Allah 

bless him and give him peace) forbade `Umar to , as Hatib had fought at Badr (A: and by accepting 

Hatib's excuse, left nothing for any Muslim to criticize (dis: p75.3)). If someone's spying entails 

undermining Islam and its people, or the killing, captivity, enslavement, or plundering of the 

Muslims, or anything of the like, then he is one of those who strive for corruption in the land 

,destroying village and offspring, and his subject to death, and deserves the torment (A: of hellfire), 

may Allah save us from it. Anyone who spies necessarily knows that if ordinary talebearing is an 

enormity (dis: p45), a spy's carrying information is far more abominable and heinous. 

p75.0 PROBABLE ENORMITIES (n: Commentaries by Imam Nawawi and 'Abd al-Ra'uf Munawi 

have been added by the translator to some of the following hadiths.)  

ENVY 

p75.1 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Beware of envy, for envy consumes good works as fire consumes wood." 

(2) "None of you believes until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself." (Nawawi:) It is 

fitter to interpret this hadith as referring to universal brotherhood, including both Muslims and non-

Muslims, such that one loves for one's non-Muslim brother what one loves for oneself, i.e. to enter 

Islam, just as one loves one's Muslim brother to remain in Islam, this being why it is desirable 

(mustahabb) to pray for the guidance of non-Muslims. The hadith is understood as denying that 

someone who does not love for his brother what he loves for himself has perfect faith, love meaning 

to want what is good and advantageous for him, referring to religious love, not individual human 

love. For one's human nature might well dislike another's attaining the good, or surpassing oneself 

therin, though it is obligatory for one to resist this human tendency and pray for one's brother and 

desire for him what one desires for oneself. Someone who does not love for his brother what he loves 

for himself is envious, and envy, as Ghazali notes, is of three types (A: all of them unlawful). The first 

is to wish that another person cease to have something good in order to obtain it oneself. The second 

is to wish that another lose something good, even if one does not obtain it, as when one already has 

another like it, or does not want it, this being worse than the previous type. The third is when one 

does not wish that the other cease to have something good, but resents his having surpassed one in 

attainment or position, accepting his parity with one but not his superiority. And this is unlawful as 

well, because one thereby objects to Allah's division of His favor among His servants. Allah Most 

High says: "Are they the ones who apportion the mercy of your Lord? It is We who have divided their 

livelihoods between them in this life, and raised some of them in degrees above others" (Koran 43:32). 

So whoever does not accept this division opposes Allah Most High in His apportionment and His 

wisdom. One must remedy one's human nature, make it accept destiny, and resist it by praying that 

one's enemy be given what one's self-interest might prefer him not to have (al-Arba'un al-Nawawiyya 

wa sharhuha (y103),40). 

 



NOT LOVING THE PROPHET (ALLAH BLESS HIM AND GIVE HIM PEACE) MORE THAN ALL 

PEOPLE 

p75.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "None of you believes until I am more 

beloved to him that his wife, child, self, and all people." (Munawi:) Kirmani says, "Love of the Prophet 

(Allah bless him and give him peace) means the will to obey him and disobey him, this being one of 

the obligations of Islam" (Fayd al-Qadir sharh al-Jami' alsaghir (y91), 6.441). 

CONTENDING WITH WHAT THE PROPHET (ALLAH BLESS HIM AND GIVE HIM PEACE) HAS 

BROUGHT 

p75.3 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "None of you believes until his 

inclinations conform to what I have brought." (Nawawi:) This means a person must examine his acts 

in light of the Koran and sunna, suspending his own inclinations and following what the Prophet 

(Allah bless him and give him peace) has brought. The hadith resembles the word of Allah Most 

High, "When Allah and His messenger have decided a matter, no believer, male or female, has a 

choice in their affair" (Koran 33:36). (al-Arba'un al-Nawawiyya wa sharhuha (y103), 74). 

ACQUIESCING TO DISOBEDIENCE 

p75.4 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Whoever of you sees something wrong, let him change it with his hand (dis: book q). If unable, 

then let him change it with his tongue. If unable, then with his heart. And that is the weakest degree 

of faith." And in the hadith related by Muslim concerning oppressors: 

(2) "Whoever fights them with his hand is a believer, whoever fights them with his tongue is a 

believer, whoever fights them in his heart is a believer, Beyond that, there is not a mustard grain of 

faith." This hadith proves that whoever does not condemn acts of disobedience in his heart or wish 

they would cease is devoid of faith. Fighting with the heart includes asking Allah Most High to 

annihitate the falsehood and its prepetrators, or improve them. 

(3) "Leaders will be placed over you that some of you will accept and some of you condemn. Whoever 

dislikes what they do is innocent. Whoever condemns what they do is secure. But not whoever 

accepts and follows them." Someone said, "Shouldn't we fight them?" And he replied, "No, not as long 

as the maintain the prayer (dis: o25.3) (a(A:))) among you." 

HELPING ANOTHER TO WRONGFULLY DISPUTE 

p75.5 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "He who helps another to argue without 

right remains under the hatred of Allah until he gives up." 

UNDERHANDEDNESS 

p75.6 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Plotting and duplicity are in the 

hellfire." 

DISAFFECTING A PERSON'S SPOUSE OR SERVANT FROM HIM 

p75.7 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "He who disaffects a person's wife or 

servant from him is not of us." 

 



VULGARITY 

p75.8 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Modesty is of faith, and faith is in paradise. Vulgarity is of rudeness, and rudeness is in hell." 

(2) "Allah detests the foulmouthed, vulgar person." 

BEING LEADERLESS 

P75.9 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "The death of someone who dies 

without the leader of a group over him is as if he had died in the pre-Islamic period of ignorance (A: 

leader meaning the caliph (def: 025) or his representative, if the exist (dis: p40.2(A:))," 

BENEFITING AT A MUSLIM'S EXPENSE 

p75.10 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: "Whoever eats food obtained at the 

expense of a Muslim, Allah will feed him hellfire on Judgement Day. He who gains a prestigious 

reputation at the expense of a Muslim, Allah will reduce him to the position of the show-offs and 

boasters (def: p33.2) on Judgement Day. He who wears a garment acquired at the expense of a 

Muslim, Allah will dress him in a garment of fire on Judgement Day." 

SHUNNING A MUSLIM WITHOUT RIGHT 

p75.11 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Whoever shuns his brother for a year 

is as though he had spilled his blood." (Munawi:) This means that avoiding him for a year deserves 

punishment in the hereafter just as spilling his blood does, and that both the person who shuns 

someone and he who kills someone are involved in sin, though not on the same level, for the use of a 

simile does not imply the parity of the simile's subject to the thing with which it has been compared. 

Shafi'i holds it is unlawful to shun a Muslim for three days unless there is a valid reason such as the 

religious improvement of the person avoiding the other or person being avoided, or when the latter is 

morally corrupt or involved in reprehensible innovation (bid'a, def: w29.3) (Fayd al-Qadir shah al-

Jami' al-saghir (y91), 6.234). 

INTERCEDING FOR THE GUILTY 

p75.12 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "He whose intercession comes between 

a criminal and one of Allah's prescribed penalties has defied Allah in His command." 

SAYING SOMETHING THAT ALLAH DETESTS 

p75.13 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "A man says something" Allah detests that he does not think twice about, for which he plunges 

into hell (dis:r1)." 

(2) "A man says something pleasing to Allah, not imagining it amounts to what it does, for which 

Allah records His pleasure in him until Judgement Day. And a man say something that angers Allah, 

not imagining it amounts to what it does, for which Allah records His wrath against him until the day 

he meets Him." 

 

 



SAYING "MASTER" (SAYYID) TO A HYPOCRITE 

p75.14 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said,"Do not say "master" to a hypocrite, for 

if he is a master, you have angered your Lord Mighty and Majestic." 

BREAKING A PROMISE 

p75.15 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "The signs of a hypocrite are three: 

when he speaks he lies, when he promises he breaks it, and when entrusted he betray his trust." (A: If 

one makes an ordinary promise to another person, it is sunna to keep the promise, though it is strictly 

unlawful to make a promise that one has no intention to keep, this being how scholars interpret the 

above hadith.) Lying and betraying a trust have been mentioned before, while here we are discussing 

promise breaking. Allah Most High says "Of them, there is one who promised Allah, "If He bestows 

of His generosity on us, we shall certainly give charity and be of the righteous'" (Koran 9:75). (n: 

Suyuti notes that the person referred to above "is Tha'laba ibn Hatib, who asked the Prophet (Allah 

bless him and give him peace) to pray that Allah would enrich him, so that he might give everyone 

their just due. So the Prophet supplicated for him and he became wealthy, but then he stoppedcoming 

to the Friday prayer, withdrew from the community, and refused to pay zakat, as Allah Most High 

says: "'But when He gave to them of His generosity, they hoarded it and turned away in aversion. So 

He punished them by putting hypocrisy into their hearts until the day they meet Him, because they 

broke their promise to Allah and lied' (Koran 9:76-77). Some time after this, he brought the Prophet 

(Allah bless him and give him peace) his zakat, but the Prophet told him, 'Allah forbides me to accept 

it from you, 'at which Tha'laba threw handfuls of dust upon his own head. He later (A: in the time of 

the subsequent caliphate) took his zakat to Abu Bakr, but he would not accept it. Then to 'Umar, but 

he would not accept it. Then he took it to 'Uthman, but he would not accept it either, and he died in 

the reign of 'Uthman" (Tafsir al-Jalalayn (y77), 253).) 

NOT TRIMMING ONE'S MUSTACHE 

p75.16 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "He who does not trim his mustache (def: e4.1(2)) is not one of us." 

(2) "Be different from the Zoroastrians: grow your beards and trim your mustaches." 

NOT PERFORMING THE HAJJ WHEN ABLE TO 

p75.17 'Umar ibn Khattab (Allah be well pleased with him) said: "I've considered sending men to 

these cities to see who has not made the pilgrimage, and collect the non-Muslim poll tax (jizya, def: 

o11.4) from everyone possessing the means who has not performed it (def:j1.5-10). They are not 

Muslims. They are not Muslims." 

KEEPING AN INHERITANCE FROM AN HEIR 

p75.18 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Whoever prevents his heirs from 

receiving their inheritance (dis: w52.1(234-36)), Allah will prevent his inheriting paradise." 

TALKING ABOUT HOW ONE'S WIFE MAKES LOVE 

p75.19 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Among the worst people in Allah's 

sight on Judgement Day will be the man who makes love to his wife and she to him, and he divulges 

her secret." 



SODOMIZING ONE'S WIFE 

p75.20 The Prophet (Allah Bless him and give him peace) said, 

"He who sodomizes a woman is accursed." 

INTERCOURSE WITH ONE'S WIFE DURING MENSTRUATION 

p75.21 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Whoever has intercourse with a 

woman during her period, or sodomizes a woman, or who goes to a fortune-teller and believes him, 

has committed unbelief (A: if he considers an of these permissible)." 

LOOKING INTO ANOTHER'S HOUSE WITHOUT LEAVE 

p75.22 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "Were a man to look at you without permission and you threw a rock at him and knocked out his 

eye, you would not have committed any offense." 

(2) "Whoever peeps into a house without its people's leave, they may put out his eye." 

EXESSIVENESS IN RELIGION 

p75.23 Allah Most High says, "Say 'O people of the Book, do not be excessive in your religion'" (Koran 

4:171). (Qurtubi:) According to exegetes, this refers to the extremism of the Jews concerning Jesus in 

accusing Mary of fornication, and the extremism of the Christians in considering him a god. For both 

excessiveness and remissness are evil, and both may be unbelief (al-Jami' li ahkam al-Qur'an (y117), 

6.21). The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Beware of going to extremes (in 

religion), for those before you were only destroyed through excessiveness." (Munawi:) Ibn Taymiya 

says, "His saying 'Beware of going to extremes in religion' is a general prohibition applying to all 

types of extremes, whether in belief or works" (Fayd al-Qadir sharh al-Jami' al-saghir (y91), 3.126). 

NOT ACCEPTING A SWORN STATEMENT 

p74.24 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said, "Whoever is sworn to in Allah's name, 

let him accept it, for whoever does not has nothing to do with Allah in anything." 

STINGINESS 

P75.25 Allah Most High says: 

(1) "Whoever is watchful against the stinginess of his own soul, those are the successful" (Koran 59:9). 

(2) "Here you are, called upon to spend in the Way of Allah, and some of you are being stingy, while 

whoever is stingy is only ungenerous towards himself. It is Allah who is rich and you who are the 

poor" (Koran 47:38). 

The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: 

(1) "What disease is worse than stinginess?" 

(2) "Three things are deadly: avarice obeyed, caprice yielded to, and opinionated people's pride in 

their opinions." 



SITTING IN THE CENTER OF A CIRCLE 

p75.26 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) cursed whoever sits in the middle of a circle 

of people (A: because such a person sees himself as better than they are). 

PASSING IN FRONT OF SOMEONE PERFORMING THE PRAYER 

p75.27 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said "If someone passing in front of a person 

performing the prayer knew of the penalty for it, it would be better for him to wait for forty (n: a 

variant has, "a hundred years")." (A: In front means within the length of the person's prostration, or 

the distance to the barrier he is using (def; f7) if it is not far.) (Munawi:) Ibn Daqiq al-'Eid says: "A 

Maliki scholar has distinguished four situations respecting the sin of the person praying and the 

person who passes in front of him (n: given P, the person praying, and Q, the person passing in front 

of him): 

(1) Q sins but not P when P is praying behind a barrier in a place that is not a commonly used 

walkway and Q passes in front of him when there is another alternative (A: meaning another route, 

since to stop and wait is not considered an alternative, though it is superior); 

(2) P sins but not Q when P is praying in a commonly used walkway without a barrier, or at a 

considerable distance from one, and Q has no other alternative but to pass in front of him; 

(3) both P and Q sin when P is praying in circumstances like (2) above, if Q has an alternative route 

but passes in front of P anyway; 

(4) and neither P nor Q sin when P is praying in circumstances like (1) above, if Q has no alternative 

and passes in front of P." (Fayd al-Qadir sharh al-Jami' al-saghir (y91), 5.338) 

NOT LOVING ONE'S FELLOW MUSLIMS 

p75.28 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) said: "By Him in whose hand is m soul, 

none of you will enter paradise until you believe, and none of you will believe until you love each 

other. Shall I not tell you of something which if you do it will create love among? Increase the custom 

of greeting each other with 'as-Salamu 'alaykum.'" (Kitab al-Kaba'ir wa tabyin al-maharim (y36), 35-

181) 

p76.0 (n: Most of the above enormities are agreed upon b all four schools of jurisprudence. A more 

comprehensive list b Ibn Hajar Haytami is given below at w52.) 

p77.0 THE CONDITIONS OF A VALID REPENTANCE 

p77.1 (Nawawi: (n: with commentary by Muhammad ibn 'Allah Bakri (B:))) Scholars state that 

repentance is obligatory for every sin (B: there being scholarly consensus (def: b7) that it is Obligatory 

for both lessor sins and enormities, and for both outward acts and inward ones such as malice or 

envy). 

p77.2 When a person's disobedience is solely between him and Allah Most High, unconnected with 

another human being's rights, his repentance has three conditions: 

(a) to desist from the sin; 

(b) to regret having done it (B: because of its being disobedience, since regretting it for some other 

reason is of no consequence); 



(c) and to resolve never to commit it again. (B: Some hold that after having repented of it, it is also a 

condition that one abandon the company of whoever committed the act with one, and also that one's 

repentance be purely for the sake of Allah, a restriction that Ibn HajarHaytami embeds in the first 

condition above by saying, "to desist from the sin solely for the sake of Allah, since abandoning it out 

of fear, ostentation, or other motive besides Allah Most High is not considered desisting.") If any of 

these conditions is lacking, one's repentance is not valid. 

p77.3 If the act of disobedience is connected with the rights of another human being, repentance for it 

has four conditions; the three mentioned above, plus clearing oneself of the obligation owed to the 

other person. If this obligation is property or the like, one must return it (A: by any means, secretly, or 

openly, even as an ostensible gift) to him (B: i.e to its owner, meaning to return the article itself if it 

still exists, or if it does not, then a substitute, whether this be its value or an equal amount of it). (N: 

Becoming a Muslim eliminates all previous sins except those involving rights or property owed to 

other people. Allah does not pardon these until they are restored or forgiven.) If the right in question 

is the penalty for charging someone with adultery when there are not four witnesses (def:o13) or the 

like (B: such as a victim's right to retaliate (o3) for a homicide or injury) then one must give oneself up 

to him (B: to permit him to inflict the penalty due) or else ask him to forgive it. (B: The author's words 

seem to imply that the validity of repentance depends on performing the above, of returning the 

property or giving oneself up-i.e. when possible, for otherwise one intends to do so when possible, or 

asks he victim for amnesty-but the position of the Imam (A: Juwayni), which 'Izz ibn 'Abd al Salam 

and our author (n: Nawawi) also follow, is that one's repentance is valid regarding the rights of Allah 

Most High (N: through merely repenting), while the other person's right is an obligation that remains 

upon one (dis:w53), as does the sin of not discharging it). If the wrong done to another consists of 

slander (def: r2), the one must have him pardon it (B: by informing him so he can forgive one, though 

informing him is only a necessary condition when doing so will not cause even greater harm, though 

if it will as when one fears the other will kill one, informing him is not obligatory. Both asking for the 

person's forgiveness and informing him of what one said are only obligatory when he has heard that 

he has been slandered. If he has not, then asking Allah's forgiveness is sufficient) (Riyad al-salihin 

(y107), 10-11, and Dalil alfalihin li turuq Riyad al-salihin (y25), 1.88-91). 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


